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Pending SPRE Board approval, I will propose to the Academy of Leisure Sciences (ALS) 
during its annual meeting on Thursday that the ALS become the sponsor of the opening 
session of the SPRE Leisure Research Symposium each year.  To accomplish this, a 
committee of ALS members will be formed each year to identify an appropriate theme 
for the opening session and to secure commitments from speakers for the session.  If the 
SPRE Board so desires, one of the LRS co-chairs can serve as a member of that 
committee.  In some cases, securing commitments from particularly distinguished 
speakers may require honoraria or other forms of financial support.  That support would 
be the responsibility of the ALS.  Details concerning selection of the theme, speakers, etc. 
would be communicated to the chairs of the LRS each year and to appropriate NRPA 
officials for inclusion in the program, the Proceedings of the LRS (as appropriate) and 
promotional materials associated with the LRS.    
 
I also propose that the opening session be named the “George Butler Lecture.”  Butler 
(1894-1985) served as Director of Research for the National Recreation Association (the 
forerunner of NRPA) from 1919 to 1962 and was one of the first and most persistent 
proponents of research in our field.  He was a graduate of Yale University in 1916 and 
was a founding member of the Academy of Leisure Sciences.  His work on open space 
standards and his six books on administration of public recreation continue to be 
influential to this day. 
 
The proposal involves no renaming of the LRS or of the opening session, though a single- 
line statement of ALS sponsorship of the opening session in programs and promotional 
materials would be expected.  Academies, by their fundamental nature, do not engage in 
activities in the interests of self-promotion.  
 
  


